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TYPES OF PUBLISHING

INDIE & SELF-PUBLISING

ACADEMIC PUBLISHING
TRADITIONAL PUBLISHING

HYBRID PUBLISHING
If the author owns the rights and royalties then the book is self-published. If the publishing company
owns the rights and royalties, then the book is traditionally published.

SOME NEWS TO PONDER UPON

Rely on the Global Scientific & Technical Publishing 2019-2023 report to build your
growth plan for this year and beyond. Scientific and technical (S&T) publishing is a
$10 billion industry whose market leaders enjoy double-digit profit margins.
What is the largest university press
in the world?
Oxford University Press
Oxford University Press is
the largest university press in the
world, publishing for three primary
markets: research, education, and
English language teaching.
Elsevier is one of the largest publisher of scholarly
journals in the world, publishing more than 2,600
titles. Other large publishers are Taylor & Francis,
Springer, and Wiley. RELX, the parent company
of Elsevier, had revenues of US $9.8 billion in
2019.

What is the best academic publisher?
The Top 5 Academic Book Publishers
•Cambridge University Press.
•Oxford University Press (OUP)
•Routledge.
•Princeton University Press.
•Palgrave Macmillan.
How many academic publishers are there?
Although there are over
2,000 publishers, five for-profit
companies (Reed Elsevier, Springer
Science+Business Media, Wiley-Blackwell,
Taylor & Francis, and Sage) accounted for
50% of articles published in 2013.

CHOOSING A PUBLISHER – WHO CHOOSES WHOM
SELF-PUBLISHING OR TRADITIONAL PUBLISHING?
✓Big Celebrities
✓Famous Athletes
✓A-List Actors
✓Politicians
✓Household name
CEOs
✓Professional Writers
(novelists, etc.) with
a long history of
high sales

✓Business owners
✓Consultants
✓Entrepreneurs
✓Business people
✓C-level executives
✓Financial planners
✓Lawyers
✓Doctors
✓Coaches
✓Anyone else who just
wants to write their book

What companies does
RELX own?
RELX is a world leader in
scientific, technical,
medical, and legal
information, as well as
risk and business
analytics.
Its principal brands are
New York-headquartered
LexisNexis (legal and
corporate information)
and Amsterdam-based
Elsevier (scientific
information and
analytics).

CRITERIA IN CHOOSING YOUR PUBLISHER
BASIC IDEA

How to choose the most suitable
publisher in your field which is:
✓Reputable
✓Credible
✓Impactful
✓Of good quality

BASIC IDEA

How to avoid predatory publishers

SOME RESOURCES TO CHECK JOURNAL REPUTATION
• Discipline Ranking Lists A resource that lists books and other publications that
provide lists of important journals in various disciplines.
• Scholarly Societies Project The Scholarly Societies Project provides links to
websites of selected scholarly organizations throughout the World. Look at the
organizations in your subject area to find ones that publish journals or host
conferences in your field. [https://www.references.net/societies/index.html]
• Index & Database Title ListsThis page provides links to resources providing
information on journal titles included in subject and general indexes and
databases. Subject indexes in a particular discipline will index the journals
published by the major scholarly organizations in a field.

• Web of Science Master Journal List (Clarivate Analytics)The master journal list
for the various citation indexes, including Arts & Humanities Citation Index,
Science Citation Index and Social Science Citation Index.
Use the Journal Citation Reports (JCR) available through the Web of Knowledge service. To check the impact factor of a specific journal you can search by
title. Otherwise, you can browse by subject (subject categories are brought together in the Science and Social Science strands). All metrics based on Web
of Science-indexed journals can be access via Journal Citation Reports. In addition, Eigenfactor measures can be accessed on the Eigenfactor.org website.
SCOPUS-based metrics can be accessed via SCOPUS platform as well as via CWTS Journal Indicators and Scimago (SJR indicator only) websites.

SOME RESOURCES TO CHECK JOURNAL REPUTATION
• WorldCat WorldCat can be used to locate books and journals owned by
libraries throughout the World. Search the publisher's name and a topic in
WorldCat to see how many libraries own their books or subscribe to their
journals.
• Directory of Open Access Journals An online directory of and index to open
access journals. DOAJ has reviewed the contents to ensure that participants
meet their criteria for inclusion. A list of journals that were removed from
DOAJ is also available.

• Journals Removed from the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)This is
a link to a Google Document that gives a list of titles removed from DOAJ
after changing the criteria for inclusion.

Q1-Q4 JOURNALS
Each subject category of journals is divided into four quartiles: Q1, Q2,
Q3, Q4.
✓Q1 is occupied by the top 25% of journals in the list;
✓Q2 is occupied by journals in the 25 to 50% group;
✓Q3 is occupied by journals in the 50 to 75% group;
✓ and Q4 is occupied by journals in the 75 to 100% group.

CHECKING JOURNAL REPUTATION@
HOW TO DETECT PREDATORY JOURNALS
Charging exorbitant rates for publication of articles in conjunction with
a lack of peer-review or editorial oversight.
Notifying authors of fees only after acceptance.
Targeting scholars through mass-email spamming in attempts to get
them to publish or serve on editorial boards.
Quick acceptance of low-quality papers, including hoax papers.

CHECKING JOURNAL REPUTATION@
HOW TO DETECT PREDATORY JOURNALS
Listing scholars as members of editorial boards without their
permission or not allowing them to resign.
Listing fake scholars as members of editorial boards or authors.
Copying the visual design and language of the marketing materials and
websites of legitimate, established journals.
Fraudulent or improper use of ISSNs.
Giving false information about the location of the publishing operation.
Fake, non-existent, or misrepresented impact factors.

HANDS-ON EXERCISE
Question
1. How many universities in Malaysia are
recognised by MAPIM?
2. Is UniKL registered under MAPIM?

http://www.mapim.my/v2/

Instructions:
• Copy paste MAPIM link to your browser
• Search for answers
• Type-in your answers in the Chat box

#WeAreUniKL

UniTAS2021 Pre-Symposium Workshop

Information Search Strategy
“Boolean Operators and Keywords”

PUAN NURASHIKIN BINTI SAALUDIN
Malaysian Institute of Information Technology
Universiti Kuala Lumpur (UniKL MIIT)
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Information Search Strategy

Analyse topic

What?
Why?
Who?
How?
When?
Where?

Search information
relevant to topic

Prepare a journal
manuscript for
publication

List the suitable
journals available

Formatting
manuscript and
ready for
submission

Decide which
journal the best
meets requirements

Check scope,
impact and editorial
policies of the
journals
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Information Search Strategy

Why
Information
Search
Strategy
important?

To avoid hours
of trial and
error surfing

To enhance
information
retrieval skills
from different
sources
To prevent
important
articles from
being
overlooked
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Information Search Strategy

Search
information
relevant to topic

Boolean Operation
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Information Search Strategy
✓Keywords are significant
words (usually nouns or noun
phrases) which can be used as
search terms in online
catalogues or databases.

✓Keywords define the field,
subfield, topic and main issue
that are covered by the research
paper.

Most ACADEMIC JOURNALS,
SEARCH ENGINES, INDEXING &
ABSTRACTING SERVICES
CLASSIFY PAPERS using
KEYWORDS

How to Identify KEYWORDS?
✓Keywords appear in title, abstract, keywords or text of records (content).
✓To enhance the keywords searching, identify it from definition, brainstorming,
previous reading, colleagues, and experts.
16

Information Search Strategy
Determine whether there are synonyms, related terms, or other variations of the keywords
that should be included.

Encyclopedia

A
reference
book
containing an alphabetical
list
of
words, with
information given for each
word, usually including
meaning, pronunciation,
and etymology.

Provide information that is
general, but brief. They
provide an excellent place
to start research.

Dictionary

Thesaurus

A book of synonyms, often
including
related
and
contrasting words and
antonyms.
17

Information Search Strategy
Title

Keywords

Synonyms/ Related Terms
(example)

Communication
• Conversation
• Contact
• Correspondence

Communication
Skills among
University
Students

Skill
• Ability
• Competency
• Capability
University student
• Undergraduate
• Scholar
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Information Search Strategy
Boolean
Operators

asterisk (*),
question mark (?)
or dollar sign ($)

Wildcard

4 Search
Techniques

Quotation
Marks

AND, OR, NOT

Truncation

asterisk (*),
question mark (?)
or dollar sign ($)

“ ____ _____”
19

Information Search Strategy
Boolean operators
OR
A

B

Orange

Apple

Broadens a search:
Each result contains
at least one search
term

AND
B

A

Orange

Apple

Narrows a search:
Each result contains
both search terms

NOT
B

A

Orange

Apple
20

Narrows a search:
Results do not
contain the specified
terms

Information Search Strategy
Truncation
asterisk (*), a question mark (?) or a dollar sign ($).
Truncation enables different forms of a word to search for
simultaneously, and will increase the number of search
results found.
Place a symbol at the end of the word
Examples: basic word
o gene$ will search for results containing;
✓ gene, genes, genetic.
o technolog* will search for results containing;
✓ technology, technologies, technological
21

Information Search Strategy
Wildcards
asterisk (*), a question mark (?) or a dollar sign ($).
Use wildcards in searches to account for alternate
spellings.

Find variation of spelling (singular/ plural)
Find variation of language spelling (American/ British)
Frequently used wildcard symbols include the question
mark (?), the pound/hatch symbol (#) or the asterisk
(*).
Examples:
o Analy*e will search for results containing the words;
✓ analyze, analyse (s,z)
o Wom?n will search for results containing;
✓ women, woman (e, a)
22

Information Search Strategy
Quotation Marks “ ”
Place quotation marks around phrases or titles
Examples:
“anthropometric data"
“university students"
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Demo
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Peer review

Peer review models
• Single-blind peer-review

• Double-blind peer-review
• Triple-blind peer-review
• Open peer review

The peer review process takes between 2-8 months

Top Tips for Peer Review
Be realistic – you may not get published in a top journal straight away

• Identify a few possible target journals/series but be realistic
• Follow the Author Guidelines – scope, type of paper, word length, references style, etc.
• Find out where to send your paper (editor, online submission e.g. Scholar One). Check author
guidelines which can be found in a copy of the journal/series or the publisher’s web site
• Send an outline or abstract and ask if this looks suitable and interesting (or how it could be made
so)
• Read at least one issue of the publication – visit your library for access
• Include a covering letter – opportunity to speak directly to the editor, convince them of the
importance of your manuscript to the journal

Top Tips for Peer Review
• Possible reasons for rejection can include:
• Not following instructions – author guidelines

• Inappropriate to the journal scope
• Problem with quality (inappropriate methodology, not reasonably rigorous)
• ‘Paper motivation is weak’
• Insufficient contribution to the field
Remember – don’t give up. Ask and listen, try to improve and then resubmit when you’re
ready.

Request for Revision
A request for revision is good news – you are now in the publishing cycle. Nearly every published
paper is revised at least once and, even if the comments are sharp or discouraging, they aren’t
personal.
• Acknowledge the editor and set a revision deadline
• If you disagree, explain why to the editor
• Clarify understanding if in doubt

• Consult with colleagues or co-authors
• Meet the revision deadline
• Attach a covering letter which identifies, point by point, how revision requests have been met (or
if not, why not)

Author rights
& Copyrights

• Author policies differ from each
publisher.
• Author rights, Editorial policy and
originality guidelines, Publishing
permissions, Pre-prints and
conference papers policies, article
withdrawal and correction, etc
https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/publishwith-us/author-policies

• Frequent asked questions
https://www.emeraldgrouppublishin
g.com/sites/default/files/202008/how-to-share-your-Emeraldarticle.pdf

Questions

